
The Theme of the Story 
 
Once upon a time, 
there was a young kid 
he liked playing board games, 
and he liked to win 
He couldn’t stand to lose, 
so he cheated 
He would break the rules 
to stay undefeated 
All his friends said, 
“You need to come clean; 
we don’t want to play 
if you’re gonna cheat” 
He thought he would see 
what he could get away with 
It wasn’t much, and now 
he’s got no one to play with  
And if this story had a theme, 
“cheating” is what it might be, because... 
 
The theme of the story 
is what the story is about 
if you could put it in a word or two 
when you really boil it down 
“Love”, “betrayal”, “friendship”, 
“honesty” 
Any of one of the above 
could be the theme 
 
There was a young boy, 
he wasn’t too tall 
and his dream was 
to play basketball 
He tried out for the team, 
they said he was too short 
They put him on the bench, 
wouldn’t let him on the court 
But he kept training 
and he got really good 
and the next year he grew half a foot 
He made the team and was 
the best the school has had to date 
later he ended up playing for the NBA 

 
And if this story had a theme 
“persistence” is what it might be, 
because... 
 
The theme of the story 
is what the story is about 
if you could put it in a word or two 
when you really boil it down 
“Fear”, “compassion”, “loss”, or 
“jealousy” 
Any of one of the above 
could be the theme 
 
The theme of the story 
is what the story is about 
if you could put it in a word or two 
when you really boil it down 
“justice”, “honor”, “immortality” 
“good vs bad”, “reward”, “hypocrisy” 
“growing up”, “facing reality” 
Any of one of the above 
could be the theme 
 


