
A poet’s choices

LINES &
STANZAS

A line is one row of words. A stanza is a group of
lines, often separated by a space..

FORM &
FREE vERSE

Some forms have patterns or rules. Free verse
has no fixed rhyme or syllable pattern, but its
choices still matter.

RHYME
& RHYTHM

Rhyme is a similar ending sound, as in “song” and
“along. Rhythm is the beat or flow you hear when
you read.

REPETITION
A poet may repeat a word, sound, or line: “Drift
along. Drift along.” Repetition can give words
emphasis.

IMAGERY Vivid words help us imagine with our senses. “Cold
water” may help us imagine how the water feels.

FIGURATIVE
LANGUAGE

A poet may use a comparison or an imaginative
description. “The moon was a silver ring” is a
metaphor, which is one kind of figurative language.

Ask: What does this choice help me imagine, feel, or understand?


